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Tu Bishvat Conversations

1))373:1 OTN ‘lv)y) D"]bN ‘mN?} 95 26 And God said: ‘Let us make man in our image, after our
D’)S\’)‘l 9¥2) 0D MT2 1‘[‘1’1 NNTI likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
Wbﬂﬂ b::n ’ij 7331 NRDAN and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.'
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;NN IIT INN N2 DﬁbN 0533 created He him; male and female created He them.
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DY MMNN ,DNON ,ONN TI) N2 28 And God blessed them; and God said unto them: 'Be fruitful,

NIND-IN INDNI 1293 179 D>ydN  and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have
,D?D’\?E‘ "]%)’3'1?,026 h)'ﬁ a-m: ; awnm dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
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Genesis 1: 26-28

NN ; OTND-NN D"le M7’ NP YO 15 And the Eternal God took the human, and put it into the
7-1)9\;)71 —,13),7 NTY-M2 garden of Eden to serve it and to guard it.

Genesis 2:15

The notion of religion becoming involved in the environment, I think, is nothing but a good
thing, provided that they cure themselves - and most religions have it - of a strange concept
called stewardship of the Earth. We are not stewards of the Earth - we never could be. It's
sheer foolish pride to imagine that we're clever enough yet to regulate the Earth. It is an
unbelievably complex system, and we couldn’t possibly take on the job. But if, on the other
hand, the religions... would look at the Earth as God’s creation and sacred and not
something to be desecrated, then I can't see anything but good coming from it.

- James Lovelock
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Rabbi Yehudah ben Shimon began his discourse with the text, "After the Lord your
God shall you walk" (Devariim 12:5). But is it possible for a person of flesh and
blood to walk after the Holy One, blessed be He?! ... But in truth the Holy One,
blessed be He, from the very beginning of the creation of the world, was before all
else occupied with planting, as is proved by the text, "And first of all the Eternal God
planted a Garden in Eden" (Bereshit 2:8), and so do you also, when you enter into
the land, occupy yourselves first with nothing else but planting; as it is written, "And
when you come into the land, then you shall plant." [Translation by H. Freedman
and Maurice Simon]

Leviticus Rabbah 25:3

& Talmud Kiddushin 4:12
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ﬁ,’f‘ﬁif‘ a\ @ “Remember it is forbidden to live in a town which has

no garden or greenery”

A Qur'an 6: 38

4 Do “All the creatures that crawl on the Earth and those
.’ that fly with their wings are communities like

el yourselves”

Tree of life Craft (Mexico)
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Adapted from Babylonian Talmud Taanit 23a

Long ago, there lived a righteous man named Honi. One day he saw an old man
planting a carob tree. Honi said to him: "Foolish man, do you think you will live to
eat and enjoy the fruit of the tree you plant today? It will not bear fruit for many,
many years." The old man replied: "I found trees in the world when I was born. My
grandparents planted them for me. Now I am planting for my grandchildren."

Honi sat down in the shade of a nearby tree to take a short nap. But his short nap
lasted 70 years! When he awoke, he was surprised to see a full-grown carob tree
where the old man had planted a seed just before Honi fell asleep. An elderly man
was picking its fruit. "Are you the man who planted this tree?" asked Honi.

"No," replied the man. "My grandfather planted it for me."

And so Honi learned the importance of planting seeds for future generations.

Sahih Bukhari

"When a Muslim plants a tree or sows seeds, and then a bird, or a person or an
animal eats from it, it is regarded as a charitable gift from him."

After the crucifixion of Jesus lore has it that Joseph of Arimathea (who according to
the Bible donated his own tomb for Christ’s interment after the Crucifixion) came to
Britain, bearing the Holy Grail - the cup used by Christ at the Last Supper and later
by Joseph to catch his blood at the crucifixion.

When Joseph landed on the island of Avalon, he set foot on Wearyall Hill - just
below the Tor. Exhausted, he thrust his staff into the ground, and rested. By
morning, his staff had taken root - leaving a strange oriental thorn bush - the sacred
Glastonbury Thorn.

For safe keeping, Joseph is said to have buried the Holy Grail just below the Tor at
the entrance to the Underworld. Shortly after he had done this, a spring, now known
as Chalice Well, flowed forth and the water that emerged brought eternal youth to
whosoever would drink it.

http://www.glastonburyabbey.com/joseph of arimathea.php

A Glastonbury Thorn which flowers twice a year! (Photo
courtesy of Annie Heppenstall)
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Leviticus 25
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1 And the Eternal spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai,
saying:

2 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them:
When you come into the land which | give you,
then shall the land keep a sabbath to the Eternal.

3 Six years you shall sow your field, and six years
you shall prune your vineyard, and gather in the
produce thereof.

4 But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of
solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the Eternal;
you shall neither sow your field, nor prune your
vineyard.

5 That which grows of itself of your harvest you
shall not reap, and the grapes of your undressed
vine you shall not gather; it shall be a year of
solemn rest for the land.

6 And the sabbath-produce of the land shall be for
food for you: for you, and for your servant and for
your maid, and for your hired servant and for the
settler by your side that sojourn with you;

7 and for your cattle, and for the beasts that are in
your land, shall all the increase thereof be for
food. {S}



