
 



WELCOME  

On Shavuot we celebrate receiving the Torah. Some people stay up late or even all night engaging in Jewish 
learning in honour of this.  Like an all-night JE lesson! 
  
This year, we can’t be together as a community to learn in person so we thought we would compile a 
booklet of sources which you can learn independently or with your family. 
  
We chose the theme of “Community” as this is something that is important to us at JCoSS. We asked a 
number of teachers and some of our Rabbis, colleagues and friends from across the UK Jewish community 
to contribute their favourite Jewish text or teaching on the theme of “Community” along with a question 
or two for you to think about or discuss in relation to the text or teaching. 
  
These will hopefully enhance your learning experience. 
  
Chag Shavuot sameach and happy learning! 
JCoSS IJE team 
 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

We are grateful that the following people from JCoSS and across the UK Jewish community contributed 

texts and teachings for this booklet: 

JCoSS Staff: 

- Mrs Abrams 

- Mr de Jong 

- Mrs Juggler 

- Mr L Rosenberg 

- Miss Stock 

- Miss Toff 

 

Community contributors: 

Rabbi Josh Levy Alyth  

Rabbi Shmuel Landau Barnet United Synagogue 
Jake Berger Board of Deputies of British Jews 
Rabbi Mark Goldsmith Edgware & Hendon Reform Synagogue 
Rabbi Rebecca Birk Finchley Progressive Synagogue (FPS) 
Rabbi Miriam Berger Finchley Reform Synagogue (FRS) 
Imi Wise FZY 
Fran Kurlansky LJY- Netzer 

Rabbi Oliver Joseph New North London Synagogue (NNLS) 
Yoni Stone Noam 
Shelley Marsh Reshet 
Jake Kalisch Tzedek 
Rabbi Pinchas Hackenbroch Woodside Park United Synagogue 

 



HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET 

This booklet is for you to use and learn from in whatever way suits you best. The sources are organised into 

4 sections and ordered in each section either chronologically or alphabetically.  

Some of the sources are more straightforward than others. After each source there are questions for you 

to think about and / or discuss with others. We hope that this will enhance your learning experience.  

We have not listed who contributed which source but there were some sources which were contributed by 

more than one person. 

 

SECTION 1 – BIBLICAL SOURCES 

 What would your life be like if you didn't have other people to help you? 

 Are humans interconnected or individual? 

 

 
 What changed with the stones in the story? 
 What is the lesson we learn from the change of the stones? 
 What lesson can we learn from the stones in terms of community and being a team? 
 How did the change in the stones help in stopping the stones fighting? How did the transformation 

in the stones resolve the original problem of them quarrelling?  



 
 What advice would you give to a leader at this time? (Your choice of what defines a leader) 
 What advice has been most useful to you when you have been in a leadership position? 

 

 How does Moshe's call to the people to build the Mishkan together help build community? 

 



SECTION 2A – MISHNAIC SOURCES 

The following sources come from a section of the Mishna called Pirkei Avot – Ethics of the Fathers. It 

includes various statements and advice from the Rabbis. Some of it is about how to be a mensch.  

 

 How could this teaching impact us and our role in the community? 

 Are there any times when it is good for us to be selfish? 

 What things could wait to change and what things need to change now in our community? 

 

 

 How does the first part of the Mishna fit with the second? 

 What motivations do people have for working in the community? 

 Why are we being encouraged to be selective in how we are motivated - surely anyone who does 

work for the community has good motivations and intentions? 

 What would you most like to contribute to your community and why? 

 

 



 

 What does this idea of not separating ourselves from the community mean to you in your live 

nowadays, all these years after it was written? 

 Is the community here just the Jewish community or a wider one? 

 Why should we stick so closely to our community? 

 Who are the people in your community who support your spirituality? 

 How can we constructively criticise our community to make it better? How do we express this 

clearly and compassionately? 

 

SECTION 2B – TALMUDIC SOURCES 

 What does the text say about how we should handle disagreement in our communities? 
 What does it mean to make for ourselves a ‘heart of many rooms’? 
 What does the text from Chagigah suggest is central to coping with disagreement in community? 



 

 Why do you think this section of Talmud opens with the question of marking out graves? 
 What is the difference between the style of learning and teaching of Reish Lakish, Rabbi Ḥanina and 

Rabbi Ḥiyya? 
 What is your place in ensuring Torah is not forgotten from the Jewish people? 
 Which of the rabbis mentioned in this section would you choose to lead your community and why? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  What do we need to build a community? 

 Do different things matter more nowadays? 

 



SECTION 3 – OTHER SOURCES 

 

 

 

  How much of our communal lives revolves around Shabbat and festivals?   

 What other things hold us together as a community? 

 

  

 Does this text have to be specifically about Israel as a country?  

 What other interpretations might people glean from reading this sentence?  

 Why might it be important for people not to view it as solely about the country? 

 

 

 Does having easy access to information and knowledge about global issues make people act? 

 What does it mean to be part of a global community? 

 What do you see as your ‘fields’ of responsibility? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Which communities do we exist in which are encampments? And which are congregations? 

 When building communities, what can we do to ensure we build congregations rather than 

encampments? 

by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik 



 

 

 

 

 

  Why is it important to stand on the shoulders of giants? 
 In our day to day lives, who could be our giants? 
 How can we be giants to others? 

 

CLOSING WORDS 

We hope that you have enjoyed learning part or all of this booklet either independently or with your 

friends and/ or family.  

Hopefully, in the not too distant future we will be back together, in person, as a community.  

This booklet was contributed by people from across the community and we hope that it will be a resource 

for plenty of learning and conversation in years to come.  

 

 


